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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-9 and 16-23, drawn to a microcombustor, classified in class 422, 
subclass 211. 

II. Claims 10-15, drawn to a microcombustor, classified in class 422, subclass 211. 

III. Claims 24-32, drawn to a steam reformer, classified in class 48, subclass 127.9. 

IV. Claims 33-39, drawn to a steam reformer, classified in class 48, subclass 127.9. 

V. Claims 40-41, drawn to a steam reformer, classified in class 48, subclass 127.9. 

VI. Claims 42-43, drawn to a steam reformer, classified in class 48, subclass 127.9. 

VII. Claims 44-47, drawn to a steam reformer, classified in class 48, subclass 127.9. 

VIII. Claims 48-51, drawn to a steam reformer, classified in class 48, subclass 127.9. 

IX. Claims 52-54, drawn to a microcombustion process, classified in class 43 1 , 
subclass 2. 

X. Claims 55-56, drawn to a steam reforming process, classified in class 423, 
subclass 652. 

XI. Claims 57-61 , drawn to a method of making hydrogen gas, classified in class 423, 
subclass 652. 

XII. Claim 62, drawn to a stem reforming method, classified in class 423, subclass 
652. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

2. Inventions I and 11 are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they are 
not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
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inventions have different effects since the reaction chamber of the microcombustor of Group II 
has an internal volume of 100 mm^ or less. 

3. Inventions I and III are unrelated. Inventions ai*e unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions have different modes of operation, different functions and different modes of 
operation, since the steam reformer of Group in requires a combustion chamber having a volume 
of 0.05 mL or less. 

4. Inventions I and IV are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions have different modes of operation, different functions and different modes of 
operation. 

5. Inventions I and V are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they are 
not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions have different modes of operation, different functions and different modes of 
operation. 

6. Inventions I and VI are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions have different modes of operation, difference functions and different modes of 
operation. 
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7. Inventions 1 and VII are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions have different modes of operation, difference functions and different modes of 
operation. 

8. Inventions I and VIII are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions have different modes of operation, difference functions and different modes of 
operation. 

9. Inventions I and IX are related as apparatus and process for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practiced with a materially different apparatus such as one having a combustion 
catalyst. 

10. Inventions I and X are related as appaiatus and process for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practiced with a materially different apparatus such as one having a combustion 
chamber having a volume of 100 mm^ or less. 

1 1 . Inventions I and XI are related as apparatus and process for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
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materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practiced with a materially different apparatus such as one having a combustion 
catalyst. 

12. Inventions I and XII are related as apparatus and process for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practiced with a materially different apparatus such as one having a combustion 
catalyst. 

13. Inventions II and III aie unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808,01). In the instant case the different 
inventions have different modes of operation, different functions and different modes of 
operation. 

14. Inventions II and IV are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions have different modes of operation, different functions arid different modes of 
operation. 

15. Inventions II and V are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
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inventions have different modes of operation, different functions and different modes of 
operation. 

16. Inventions 11 and VI are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions have different modes of operation, difference functions and different modes of 
operation. 

17. Inventions II and VII are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions have different modes of operation, difference functions and different modes of 
operation. 

18. Inventions II and VIII aie unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions have different modes of operation, difference functions and different modes of 
operation. 

19. Inventions II and IX are related as apparatus and process for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practiced with a materially different apparatus such as one having a combustion 
catalyst. 
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20. Inventions II and X are related as apparatus and process for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different appai atus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practiced with a materially different apparatus such as one having a combustion 
catalyst. 

2 1 . Inventions II and XI are related as apparatus and process for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practiced with a materially different apparatus such as one having a combustion 
catalyst. 

22. Inventions U and XII are related as apparatus and process for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practiced with a materially different apparatus such as one having a combustion 
catalyst. 

23. Inventions III and IV are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions have different modes of operation, different fiinctions and different modes of 
operation. 
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24. Inventions III and V are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions have different modes of operation, different functions and different modes of 
operation. 

25. Inventions III and VI are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions have different modes of operation, difference functions and different modes of 
operation. 

26. Inventions III and VII are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions have different modes of operation, difference functions and different modes of 
operation. 

27. Inventions III and VIII are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that 
they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, 
different functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the 
different inventions have different modes of operation, difference functions and different modes 
of operation. 

28. Inventions III and IX are related as apparatus and process for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
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claimed can be practiced with a materially different apparatus such as one that does not require 
reforming chamber. 

29. Inventions III and X are related as apparatus and process for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practiced with a materially different apparatus such as that does not have a 
combustion catalyst. 

30. Inventions III and XI are related as apparatus and process for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practiced with a materially different apparatus such as one that does not have a 
combustion catalyst. 

31. Inventions II and XII are related as apparatus and process for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practiced with a materially different apparatus such as that does not have a 
combustion catalyst. 

32. Inventions IV and V are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
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inventions have different modes of operation, different functions and different modes of 
operation. 

33. Inventions IV and VI are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions have different modes of operation, difference functions and different modes of 
operation. 

34. Inventions IV and VII are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions have different modes of operation, difference functions and different modes of 
operation. 

35. Inventions IV and VIII are umelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that 
they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, 
diflferent functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the 

different inventions have diflferent modes of operation, difference functions and different modes 

) 

of operation. 

36. Inventions IV and IX are related as apparatus and process for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by auother 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practiced with a materially different apparatus such as one that does not require 
reforming chamber. 
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37. Inventions IV and X are related as appaiatus and process for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practiced with a materially different apparatus such as that does not have a 
combustion catalyst. 

38. Inventions IV and XI are related as apparatus and process for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practiced with a materially different apparatus such as one that does not have a 
combustion catalyst. 

39. Inventions IV and XII are related as apparatus and process for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced 
by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used 
to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the 
process as claimed can be practiced with a materially different apparatus such as that does not 
have a combustion catalyst. 

40. Inventions V and VI are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions have different modes of operation, difference functions and different modes of 
operation. 
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41. Inventions V and VII are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
aj*e not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions have different modes of operation, difference functions and different modes of 
operation. 

42. Inventions V and VIII are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions have different modes of operiation, difference functions and different modes of 
operation. 

43. Inventions V and IX are related as apparatus and process for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practiced with a materially different apparatus such as one that does not require 
reforming chamber. 

44. Inventions V and X are related as apparatus and process for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practiced with a inaterially different appaiatus such as one that have a 
combustion catalyst. 

45. Inventions V and XI are related as apparatus and process for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
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materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practiced with a materially different apparatus such as one that have a 
combustion catalyst. 

46. Inventions V and XII are related as apparatus and process for its practice. The inventions 
ai-e distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practiced with a materially different apparatus such as one that have a 
combustion catalyst. 

47. Inventions VI and VII are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808,01). In the instant case the different 
inventions have different modes of operation, difference functions and different modes of 
operation. 

48. Inventions VI and VIII are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that 
they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, 
different functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the 
different inventions have different modes of operation, difference functions and different modes 
of operation. 

49. Inventions VI and IX are related as apparatus and process for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
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claimed can be practiced with a materially different apparatus such as one that does not require 
reforming chamber. 

50. Inventions VI and X are related as apparatus and process for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practiced with a materially different apparatus such as one that have a 
combustion catalyst. 

51 . Inventions Vl and XI are related as appaiatus and process for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practiced with a materially different apparatus such as one that have a 
combustion catalyst. 

52. Inventions VI and Xll are related as apparatus and process for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced 
by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used 
to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the 
process as claimed can be practiced with a materially different apparatus such as one that have a 
combustion catalyst. 

53. Inventions VII and VIII are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that 
they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, 
different functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the 
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different inventions have different modes of operation, difference functions and different modes 
of operation. 

54. Inventions VII and IX are related as apparatus and process for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced 
by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used 
to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the 
process as claimed can be practiced with a materially different apparatus such as one that does 
not require reforming chamber. 

55. Inventions VII and X are related as apparatus and process for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practiced with a materially different apparatus such as one that does not have a 
combustion catalyst. 

56. Inventions VII and XI are related as apparatus and process for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced 
by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used 
to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the 
process as claimed can be practiced with a materially different apparatus such as one that does 
not have a combustion catalyst. 

57. Inventions VII and XII are related as apparatus and process for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced 
by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used 
to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the 
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process as claimed can be practiced with a materially different apparatus such as one that does 
not have a combustion catalyst. 

58. inventions VIII and IX are related as apparatus and process for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced 
by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the appaiatus as claimed can be used 
to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the 
process as claimed can be practiced with a materially different apparatus such as one that does 
not require reforming chamber. 

59. Inventions VIII and X are related as apparatus and process for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced 
by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used 
to practice another and materially different process. (iVIPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the 
process as claimed can be practiced with a materially different apparatus such as one that does 
not have a combustion catalyst. 

60. Inventions VIII and XI are related as apparatus and process for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced 
by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used 
to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the 
process as claimed can be practiced with a materially different apparatus such as one that does 
not have a combustion catalyst. 

61 . Inventions VIII and XII are related as apparatus and process for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced 
by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used 
to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the 
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process as claimed can be practiced with a materially different apparatus such as one that does 
not have a combustion catalyst. 

62. Inventions IX and X are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806,04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions have different modes of operation, difference functions and different modes of 
operation, 

63. Inventions IX and XI are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808,01). In the instant case the different 
inventions have different modes of operation, difference functions and different modes of 
operation. 

64. Inventions IX and XII are unrelated. Inventions art unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01), In the instant case the different 
inventions have different modes of operation, difference functions and different modes of 
operation, 

65. Inventions X and XI are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions have different modes of operation, difference functions and different modes of 
operation. 

66. Inventions X and XII are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
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functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions have different modes of operation, difference functions and different modes of 
operation. 

67. Inventions XI and XII are unrelated. Inventions ai e unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808,01). In the instant case the different 
inventions have different modes of operation, difference fiinctions and different modes of 
operation. 

68. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the search required 
for the Groups are different from each other, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is 

proper. 

69. Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 
1.143). 

70. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one or more of the 
cun'ently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the 
application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 

1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1. 17(i). 
Conclusion 

71 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Maribel Medina whose telephone number is (571) 272-1355. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 7:30 AM to 4:00 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stanley Silverman can be reached on (571) 272-1358. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an appHcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubHc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appUcations is available thr ough Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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